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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any t 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 September 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 
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Art Unit: 3661 

♦ 

DETAILED ACTION 
Abstract 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because "a map storing unit", in lines 3-4 (or 

lines 5-6 as numbered), is a repetition. It appears that the second occurrence of "a mp storing * 
unit" should have been "a control information storing unit". Correction is required. See MPEP 

§ 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections ' 

2. Claims 1, 5 and 7 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 1, in order to distinguish the wherein clause from the claim components, 
applicant is suggested to change ";" to in lines 10, 12 and 15. Appropriate correction 
is required. 

Also, in claim 5, ";" should be changed to in lines 5, 8, 10, 13, 15, and 18. 
In claim 7, line 13, "," should be changed to 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 3, 4, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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In claim 3, the recitation "wherein the map updating unit updates the map information 

with a map update unit. . ." is not clear. 

In claim 5, line 5, "a map storing unit" is a repetition. 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "the control information storing unit" in line 11. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

It appears that "a map storing unit" (second occurrence) in line 5 should have been " a 
control information storing unit". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hirano et al 
[6,879,909]. 

Hirano et al discloses a map display control apparatus, map information update apparatus, 
map information update system and control thereof. According to Hirano et al, there is 
provided terminal device (e.g., 102, 123, figures 2 and 3), a communication unit (e.g., 
Ill, 112) configured to transmit information to an information center and to receive 
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information from the information center (e.g., 101, 112, abstract, figures 2 and 3), a map 
storing unit configured store map information received by the communication unit (e.g., 
figure 1), and a control information storing unit configured to store control information 
associated with the map information and received by the communication unit (e.g., 
abstract, figures 1, 3). See also columns 1 and 2. Hirano et al also discloses a measuring 
unit for measuring and determining the current position of a vehicle (figure 1, column 2). 
Hirano et al further discloses a computer program product for the map distributing system 
and an updating method of map control information for the map distributing system 
(column 3). According to Hirano et al, the control information is transmitted to the 
information center every prescribed timings, the communication unit receives latest 
control information which the information center transmits in response to the transmitted 
control information, and the control information stored in the control information storing 
unit is rewritten to the latest control information (columns 2-4). In addition, Hirano et al 
discloses a map updating unit (figure 3) configured to update the map information stored 
in the map storing unit (columns 2-4), wherein the map updating unit refers to the control 
information stored in the control information storing unit to determine information 
included in the map information to be updated (columns 3-4). 

As to claims 3 and 4, as best understood by the examiner, Hirano et al discloses a map 
updating unit f or updating the map information stored in the map storing unit (abstract, 
figure 3, columns 2 and 3), wherein the map updating unit updates the map information 
with a map update unit including at least one of minimum unit map group capable of 
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being updated and the control information is administered with a file for each map update 
unit (columns 3 and 7). 

7. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nakano et al 
[6,334,087]. 

Nakano et al discloses a system, method, and computer program for providing map 
information from a server to movable terminals. According to Nakano et al, there is 
provided a terminal device (movable terminal, figure 1), a communication unit (e.g., 8, 
18) configured to transmit information to an information center and to receive 
information from the information center (e.g., figures 1 and 2, column 10), a map storing 
unit configured store map information received by the communication unit (e.g., 6), and a 
control information storing unit configured to store control information associated with 
the map information and received by the communication unit (e.g., 4, column 10). 
Nakano et al also discloses a measuring unit for measuring and determining the current 
position of a vehicle (e.g., 1, column 9). Nakano et al further discloses a computer 
program product for the map distributing system and an updating method of map control 
information for the map distributing system (columns 4 and 7-8). According to Nakano et 
al, the control information is transmitted to the information center every prescribed 
timings, the communication unit receives latest control information which the 
information center transmits in response to the transmitted control information, and the 
control information stored in the control information storing unit is rewritten to the latest 
control information (columns 3 and 6). In addition, Nakano et al discloses a map updating 
unit (figures 3 and 11) configured to update the map information stored in the map 
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storing unit, wherein the map updating unit refers to the control information stored in the 
control information storing unit to determine information included in the map 
information to be updated (column 22). See also columns 3, 7, 8, 9, 13-14. 
As to claims 3 and 4, as best understood by the examiner, Nakano et al discloses a map 
updating unit f or updating the map information stored in the map storing unit, wherein 
the map updating unit updates the map information with a map update unit including at 
least one of minimum unit map group capable of being updated and the control 
information is administered with a file for each map update unit (columns 15 and 16). 



Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

6,330,453 Suzuki et al Dec. 2001 

6,584,402 Fukushima et al Jun. 2003 

US 20040054467 Sakai et al Mar. 2004 

US 20040 1 72 1 92 Knutson Sep. 2004 

US 200500 15199 Lokshin et al Jan. 2005 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacques H. Louis- Jacques whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6962. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 5:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 



* 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on 571-272-6956. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 



system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jacques H Louis-Jacques 
Primary Examiner 
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